
VISIT BATON ROUGE 
BOARD MINUTES 
August 11, 2026 

 
A Special Joint Meeting of the Visit Baton Rouge Board of Directors and the VBR-232 Lafayette 
PBC Board was held on Tuesday, August 11, 2026, at the Visit Baton Rouge Office located at 359 
Third Street.  The following are the minutes of the Visit Baton Rouge Board of Directors meeting: 
 
Present Board Members: 
 
Rowdy Gaudet 
Gary Patureau 
Gary Jupiter 
Karen Soniat 
Marty Engquist 
Robyn Merrick 
Claude Reynaud 
Jeremy Fontenot 
Stephen Hightower 
Janice DeLerno 
 
Absent Board Members: 
 
None 
 
Attendees Present but not participating in formal actions: 
 
Jill Kidder, Staff 
Lisa Clary, Staff 
Danielle Prejean, Staff 
Stacy Simon, Staff 
Laura Cating, Staff 
Emily Mastrantonio, Staff 
Geraldine Bordelon, Staff 
Lauralyn Maranto, Staff 
Mary Stein, PBC Board Member 
Henry Olinde, Legal Counsel 
Chuck Elkins, Legal Counsel 
Angie Adolph, Legal Counsel 
Shaun Toups, Governmental Consultants, Inc. 
C. Stokes McConnell, Jr. Legal Counsel 
Ianne Salvosa, Business Reporter, Advocate 
Elizabeth H. Zeigler, SVP and Trust Officer, Hancock Whitney Bank 
Joshua Brumfield, SVP, Renasant Bank 
Jamie Burgess, CTP – Baton Rouge Market President, Renasant Bank 
Robert Bond, Division President, Renasant Bank 



Rowdy Gaudet called the meeting to order and opened the meeting for public comment. 
 
Discussion was held in connection with consideration of a resolution giving the Chair, Vice-Chair, 
and/or Secretary/Treasurer of the Board authority to review any offers to purchase, to select the 
purchaser, and to approve terms of not exceeding Seven Million Dollars ($7,000,000.00) of 
Revenue Bonds, Series 2026. 
 
A motion was made by Stephen Hightower, seconded by Gary Patureau to adopt the following 
Resolution: 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

  



  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  



 
  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Motion Carried 

Discussion was held in connection with consideration of a resolution giving the Chair, Vice Chair, 
Secretary/Treasurer and Jill Kidder, President & CEO of VBR the authorization and approval to 
enter into a banking relationship with Renasant Bank. 
 
A motion was made by Karen Soniat, seconded by Claude Reynaud to adopt the following 
Resolution: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Motion Carried 
 
Discussion was held in connection with consideration of a resolution giving Jill Kidder, President 
& CEO of Visit Baton Rouge and Rowdy Gaudet, Chairman of the Board authorization to enter a 
Memorandum of Understanding with the City of Baton Rouge to provide Interim Management 
of River Center Facilities. 
 
A motion was made by Gary Patureau, seconded by Janice DeLerno to adopt the following 
Resolution: 
 
 
 
 
 
Motion Carried 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Motion Carried. 
 
Discussion/action in connection with consideration of a Resolution giving Jill Kidder, President & 
CEO of Visit Baton Rouge the authorization and approval to engage with Hunden Partners to 
provide professional advisory services related to the solicitation and selection of a private 
management company to manage and operate the River Center Facilities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



A motion was made by Gary Patureau, seconded by Janice DeLerno to adopt the following 
Resolution: 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Motion carried. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Motion carried. 
 
 There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned. 
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