
VISIT BATON ROUGE 
BOARD MINUTES 

September 8, 2026 
 

A Special Joint Meeting of the Visit Baton Rouge Board of Directors and the VBR-232 Lafayette PBC Board 
was held on Tuesday, September 8, 2026, at the Visit Baton Rouge Office located at 359 Third Street.  
The following are the minutes of the Visit Baton Rouge Board of Directors meeting: 
 
 
Present Board Members: 
 
Rowdy Gaudet 
Gary Patureau 
Gary Jupiter 
Karen Soniat 
Robyn Merrick 
Claude Reynaud 
Jeremy Fontenot 
Stephen Hightower 
Janice DeLerno 
 
 
Absent Board Members: 
 
Marty Engquist 
 
 
Attendees Present but not participating in formal actions: 
 
Jill Kidder, Staff 
Lisa Clary, Staff 
Danielle Prejean, Staff 
Stacy Simon, Staff 
Laura Cating, Staff 
Emily Mastrantonio, Staff 
Geraldine Bordelon, Staff 
Lauralyn Maranto, Staff 
Scott Michelet, PBC Board Chairman 
Mary Stein, PBC Board Member 
Henry Olinde, Legal Counsel 
Chuck Elkins, Legal Counsel 
Trippe Hawthorne, Legal Counsel 
Lisa Nice, Architect 



Chairman, Rowdy Gaudet called the meeting to order and opened the meeting for public comment. 
 
Discussion/action was held in connection with the construction bids proposed and selection of the 
alternates in order to adopt a resolution awarding the public works contract for the new headquarters 
for Visit Baton Rouge to the lowest responsive and responsible bidder, pursuant to Louisiana Public Bid 
Law, and authorizing execution of all necessary documents to finalize the contract award. 
 
A motion was made by Claude Reynaud, seconded by Stephen Hightower, to adopt the following 
Resolution: 
 
 

 
 



 
 

Motion Carried 

 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned on a motion by Gary Patureau, seconded 

by Stephen Hightower. 


